
Agenda 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 
2022 SALMON INFORMATION MEETING 

~ 
Wednesday, March 2, 2022 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
~ Virtual Only ~ 

Welcome –  Moderator, Pete McHugh, CDFW 
Opening Comments and Review Agenda 10:00 a.m. 

2021 Central Valley Chinook Spawning Escapement  Audrey Dean, CDFW 
   10:15 a.m. 

2021 Central Valley Chinook River Sport Fisheries Erin Ferguson, CDFW 
   10:35 a.m. 

BREAK (15 minutes)  10:55 a.m. 

2021 Klamath Basin Chinook Spawning Escapement,  Domenic Giudice, CDFW 
Harvest, and Age Composition    11:10 a.m. 

2021 California Ocean Salmon Sport and Ian Pritchard, CDFW 

Commercial Fisheries    11:30 a.m. 

LUNCH BREAK (1 hour)  11:50 a.m. 

NMFS 2022 Ocean Salmon Fishery Guidance  Jeromy Jording, NMFS 
 12:50 p.m. 

Abundance Forecasts and Harvest Model Results Dr. Michael O’Farrell, NMFS 
    1:05 p.m. 

Introduction of California Salmon Management Panel Pete McHugh, CDFW 
(1:30 p.m.) 

Panel members: 
George Bradshaw, PFMC-SAS, CA Troll Representative 
Jim Yarnall, PFMC-SAS, CA Sport Fishery Representative 
James Stone, PFMC-SAS, CA Sport Fishery Representative     

John Atkinson, PFMC-SAS, CA Charter Boat Representative 
Dr. Michael O’Farrell, NMFS SWFSC, PFMC-STT Chair 
Kandice Morgenstern, CDFW Marine Region, PFMC-STT 
Corey Ridings, PFMC, California Obligatory Appointment  

Robert Dooley, PFMC, At Large Appointment 
Justin Alvarez, PFMC-SAS California Tribes Representative  



Public Comment to California Salmon Management Panel  (1:40 p.m.) 

➢ 2022 Ocean Sport Fishery Regulations 
➢ 2022 Ocean Commercial Fishery Regulations 
➢ 2022 Inland Fishery Regulations 

▪ Klamath River Basin  
▪ Sacramento River Basin and Delta 

Closing Comments Pete McHugh, CDFW 
(3:45 p.m.) 

Acronyms: 
CDFW:  California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
NMFS:  National Marine Fisheries Service 
PFMC: Pacific Fishery Management Council 
SAS: PFMC Salmon Advisory Subpanel 
STT: PFMC Salmon Technical Team  
SWFSC: NMFS Southwest Fisheries Science Center, Santa Cruz, CA   



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



State of California – Natural Resources Agency  GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor 
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE  CHARLTON H. BONHAM, Director  

Fisheries Branch – Central Valley Angler Survey 
P.O. Box 944209 
Sacramento, CA  94244-2090 
www.wildlife.ca.gov 

Conserving California’s Wildlife Since 1870 

March 2, 2022 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Annual Salmon Information Meeting 

SUMMARY OF THE 2021 CENTRAL VALLEY CHINOOK SALMON SPORT FISHERY 

Interested Parties: 

The purpose of this document is to provide a brief summary of the 2021 Central Valley 
Chinook Salmon sport fishery. Several key questions about the fishery are addressed, 

as highlighted below. 

When and where did fishing occur? 

Sport fishing for Chinook Salmon in Central Valley rivers opened on July 16, 2021 on 
the Feather, American, and Mokelumne rivers, and on the Sacramento River from the 
Carquinez Bridge to the Red Bluff Diversion Dam. An additional Sacramento River 
reach, from the Red Bluff Diversion Dam to the Deschutes Road Bridge, opened on 

August 1, 2021. Closing dates varied among river sections from October 31 through 
December 31, 2021. The varied closing dates were developed to avoid contact in the 
river sport fishery with threatened spring-run and endangered winter-run Chinook 
Salmon. The daily bag limit was 2 salmon with a 4 salmon possession limit for each 

licensed angler.  

What methods were used to monitor the fishery and estimate harvest? 

The Central Valley Angler Survey monitored the river sport fishery using a random-
stratified sampling design and roving survey method to cover the 400+ mile fishery area. 

We divided the fishery area into 24 survey sections and sampled each section on eight 
randomly selected days per month, resulting in a sampling rate of about 27% of total 
available fishing days. We started survey runs with a roving count to estimate angler 
use on a given sample day. This first angler use count was followed by roving interviews 

of anglers from which data on fishing effort and catch were collected from individual 
fishing parties. The second run through a survey section during which interviews were 
conducted also provided a second angler use count.  

Some survey sections were more amenable to access point interviews, where 

surveyors contacted anglers as they left the water – for example, at a popular boat 
launch – and collected whole trip data. Angler interviews were used to estimate catch 
per unit of fishing effort, which was used along with the average angler use count to 
estimate the number of Chinook Salmon harvested in a given survey section on a given 

survey day. These data were then used to develop monthly estimates of Chinook 
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Salmon harvest in each survey section, which were then combined to yield a season 

total harvest.  

Biological data, including length, weight, and sex, were collected on all harvested 
Chinook Salmon. Coded-wire tags from adipose fin-clipped salmon were used for 
hatchery stock identification and to estimate age structure of the catch.  

How did the fishery perform and what was the composition of the harvest? 

Estimated angling effort in the Central Valley Chinook Salmon sport fishery totaled 
539,836 hours, corresponding to about 104,619 fishing trips. This level of effort was 
40.4% less than that estimated in the 2020 fishery (906,072) and represented 43.9% 

fewer fishing trips (186,520 trips in 2020). Total harvest in the Central Valley river 
fishery was estimated at 14,560 salmon with an additional 1,638 salmon caught and 
released. Retention rate of salmon was approximately 90% of the catch. Based on 
observed catch, 21% of the Chinook Salmon harvested were adipose fin clipped and 

coded wire tagged. Of the 202 coded-wire tags recovered and read, 68% were from 
Sacramento Basin fall-run Chinook Salmon, 17% were from Coleman National Fish 
Hatchery late-fall-run Chinook Salmon, 11.5% were from San Joaquin Basin fall-run 
Chinook Salmon, 1.5% were from Feather River Hatchery spring-run Chinook Salmon, 

1.5% were from San Joaquin River spring-run Chinook Salmon, and 0 were from 
Livingston Stone National Fish Hatchery winter-run Chinook Salmon.  

Fork length (FL) frequency analysis was used to determine the delineation between 2-
year-old (grilse) and older (adult) Sacramento River fall-run Chinook. The size break 

between the two age groups was 729 mm FL for males and 715 mm FL for females, 
resulting in nearly 23% of the harvest consisting of grilse. The total estimated harvest of 
Sacramento River fall-run Chinook was 3,143 grilse and 10,788 adults, for a total 
harvest of 13,9311. 

Acknowledgments 

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife would like to thank Central Valley fishing 
guides and the angling public for their cooperation in working with the Central Valley 
Angler Survey to provide data on their angling effort and catch, and for surrendering 

salmon heads for coded-wire tag recovery. The Central Valley Angler Survey is 
supported by a grant under the Federal Aid in Sport Fish Restoration Act (16 U.S.C. §§ 
777–777l).   

 

1 This number corresponds to total Chinook Salmon harvested in the Sacramento River fall-run Chinook 
fishery and excludes harvest in the Mokelumne River and the late-fall management zone (Sacramento 
River above Knights Landing after October 31), regardless of origin as determined by coded-wire tags. 
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Central Valley Angler Survey Contacts 

Erin.Ferguson@wildlife.ca.gov   
James.Lyons@wildlife.ca.gov  
Shawn.Simkins@wildlife.ca.gov 
Rob.Titus@wildlife.ca.gov 

Note: All statistics presented in this summary are preliminary and subject to 
change as they are finalized.  
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